MIAMI PALMETTO SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL PTSA

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING - NOVEMBER 19, 2008
The meeting was called to order by President Andrea Shosfy at 9:22 a.m.

Trisha Jarrett/Angie Lima:  They distributed copies of the MPSH Mission Statement, Our Vision, Our Motto, Our Core Values, Alma Mater, and Beliefs.  We were asked us to look at these statements and give them our feedback, additions, and suggestions.  How can we bring character education to all our students?  Ms. Jarrett quoted Joel Barker:  “Vision without action is merely a dream.  Action without vision just passes the time. Vision with action can change the World.”  

Principal’s Report:  Principal Howard Weiner recognized the 50th Anniversary Committee for doing an outstanding job.  Thanks go to Barbara Davis and Barbara Toland for organizing the successful College Fair.  Today, our Girls’ Volley Ball team will be competing to win a chance to play in the State semi-finals.  If they win, the final game will be tomorrow in Lakeland.  Patty Valois, a Special Programs teacher, is a regional finalist for Teacher of the Year.  Maintenance will be doing cosmetic remodeling work in the bathrooms (painting, replacing broken fixtures, re-grouting, etc.).  If you are having trouble using the Parent Portal, contact at Trish Maggio in the office or try using the Student Portal.

Dr. Larry Feldman, School Board Member:  For the past 35 years, Dr. Feldman has been a teacher and principal.  His plan is to start a student advisory committee from the 5 high schools in District 9.  It would meet monthly with him to get a feel for what is happening and what their issues and concerns are.  By the end of this month, someone from his office will be here once per week for 1 hour to field questions.  District budget matters were discussed at yesterday’s Board meeting.  As a result of miscoding, $200,000,000 plus was lost and overtime charges of $27,000,000 are owed.  The prior administration did not plan for $30,000,000 of additional health benefit costs and $70,000,000 for employee raises.  The State decided in a committee meeting last year, to move the cut off to April from November.  As a result, Superintendent Carvalho said $24,000,000 was lost.  There is also a salary “lapse” match ($40,000,000 vs. $100,000,000 per year) and back pay issues.  It all adds up to a $158,000,000 deficit.  Two days ago, Governor Crist sent a letter mandating an additional 4% roll back.  Administration will be cut first including 71 APs (reduced from 110).  Dr. Feldman hopes that principals begin to cull those APs who aren’t performing.  By January, Career Specialists will be cut or will have to be paid from the principal’s own internal funds.  APs, Gifted Clerks, 2nd or 3rd Media Specialists, if certified, will go back to the classroom.  Hourly workers without certification are the ones being affected.  Many people aren’t being cut; they are being reabsorbed into the system in other positions.   Approximately 320 people moved out of downtown and most of them (250 plus) were certified teachers.  We may have to remove substitute teachers to place the certified teachers.  The boys’ lacrosse club sponsor is a permanent sub.  If he is forced to leave, the club will cease to exist because of the strict sponsor and booster club rules.  Booster club parents complain that schools get the benefit of the sports club, but the rules disenfranchise parents and kids.  For only a $400 stipend, the sponsor must be at all games and practices.  Dr. Feldman said now principals will have the discretion to use their money to keep a permanent sub or pay for a coach, etc.  He will look into revising or changing some of the club restrictions.  Mr. Weiner said the budget changes don’t represent the human toll.  He will do as much as he can to keep teachers that work to their full potential and ability.  Regarding allowing paid advertising in the schools, Mr. Weiner said that the District’s legal department advised that individual principals have to find their own sponsorships, etc., which will take a lot more work and may not get done.  Dr. Feldman said he will ask the School Board attorney about it.  An article in The Herald mentioned an under performing subgroup of students at MPSH.  Dr. Carvalho wants to look at those individual subgroups to see if the District can help.  Our PTSA is already trying to help them, too.   

Approve Minutes:  The minutes of the 10/15/08 General Membership Meeting were presented.  A motion was made by Jennifer Wollmann to approve the minutes which was 2nd and approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Isabel McBrayer distributed the budget monthly report reflecting that part of the $25,000 Special Projects money has been paid out.  

Committee Reports:
Membership/Donations:  Our membership is at 1,251 and we have $17,269 in general donations and $2,517 for staff appreciation.

50th Anniversary Weekend/Brick Project Chair:  Cheri Ball told us that it was an amazing weekend.  Total income was $54,985 with expenses of $35,725.  Net income from the events and sale of the memory book and bricks exceeds $17,000.  The planning committee recommended a distribution of the profits as follows:  $1,000 to the Athletics Department; $6,000 to PTSA Special Projects; and $10,000 to Student Activities/designated line items.  We need a chair for the very profitable brick program.  Ms. Ball will help train the volunteer program chair.  Claudia Glasson has 50 Memory Books left for sale at $10 each.  Contact her at glasson@bellsouth.net.  Media Specialist Dian Adjamah advised that a student volunteer has collected pictures from the anniversary events and plans to share them on the school and PTSA websites.

Old Business:

Special Projects:  Jennifer Wollmann has placed the orders for requested items and deliveries should start within the next couple of weeks.
Legislative/Convention:  Sandra West represented MPSH at the Florida PTA Convention.  We won 2 awards:  A trophy for having over 1,000 members in 07-08 and a certificate for the Golden Early Bird Award for 08-09.  Karin Brown is the new President-elect for the State and Eileen Segal is a VP on the Board of Directors.  Three platform positions were passed at the Convention:  Resolutions supporting legislation that will deter child trafficking; legislation that makes newborn congenial heart testing mandatory; and, expanding the service learning program and not cut its funding.  The past President challenged current PTA members to let our Legislature know that we want no more budget cuts to education.  

Holiday Luncheon:  Debbie Rosenthal advised the luncheon is scheduled for 12/11/08.  
Media Center/Magazines/Volunteers:  Four days a week, volunteers come in and help with the lunch crowd.  Ms. Adjamah seeks additional volunteers to help in the mornings and after school so that the library can remain open (it is now closed in the mornings and afternoons).  Due to budget cuts, the media center cannot order $4,000 worth of magazines.  You can support the Junior class magazine sale and the Media Center by giving a gift subscription to the library.  
Emails:  We received a suggestion that the PTSA should send an “email newsletter” to the membership with information and upcoming events.  We need a volunteer to compile an “email newsletter” of club and school information.  If you can assist, contact Ms. Shosfy.

Taste of Pinecrest:  Chair Caryn Tanis Boren explained the event is a tremendous fundraiser which includes a juried student art show and entertainment.  It is scheduled for 03/08/09 at Pinecrest Gardens and she will need volunteers to help out.  

Miscellaneous:  MPSH is participating in the “Euro Challenge.”  A team mentor familiar with the Euro zone is needed to meet with students.  Contact Beth Bagwell directly if you can volunteer.  Teachers and office staff thanked the copy room volunteers for their help.  Cipora Auslander, 1st VP, said that the PTSA newsletter went out Monday.  Joanne Rigl invited everyone to the Drama Department Garage Sale to be held 11/22nd near Coral Reef Park at 152nd Street. 

Our next General Membership Meeting will be held on 01/21/09 at 9 a.m. in the Media Center.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:43 a.m.

Respectfully submitted by

Roxy Lancella, Recording Secretary
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